
The Civil Wedding Ceremony



Welcoming
Officiant: "We are gathered here today in the 

presence of family and friends to join together this 
man and this woman in the loving bonds of 
marriage. Marriage is not to be entered into lightly; 
instead it is to be entered into reverently and 
soberly. Love is an act of endless forgiveness, a 
tender look which becomes a habit."

"If any person can show just cause why this couple 
may not be lawfully joined, speak now or forever 
hold your peace." (Pause)



Declaration of Intent to Marry

Officiant: "The covenant of marriage is one that can be 
entered into only by persons who are both legally 
and spiritually free to offer themselves to each other. 
Therefore, in the presence of all of the witnesses 
here, I will ask Groom and Bride to state their 
intention." 

"Do you each enter this marriage of your own free will, 
free of any reason why you should not be joined? "

Groom and Bride: "I Do" or "We do "



Statementon Marriage
Officiant: "A wedding is the celebration of the miracle 

of love, and that is what we are here to do:to 
celebrate that miracles do occur; that at any moment, 
the unexpected can happen; and that after almost 
giving up hope, most inexplicably and wonderfully, the 
path of our entire lives can change."



Officiant: "This afternoon is a reflection of DǊƻƻƳΩǎ

and .ǊƛŘŜΩǎ histories as well as their future.It is as a 
result of choices made and risks taken, as well as 
hopes and possibilities.And so, as Groomand Bride
wed, it is worthwhile to contemplate that they could 
not and would not be standing before us today if 
they had not followed their own star and done what 
they needed to do to deliver themselves to this 
point in their lives."



Officiant: "Groom and Bride, you give us hope, and 

we are overjoyed to be your witnesses.We are 
touched by your happiness; we are moved by the 
courage of your love.It gives us incomparable joy to 
celebrate with you, to be reminded that true love, 
abiding love, is the consequence of the practice of 
love, and that nothing we do in this life is ever 
wasted or lost."



Wedding Vows
Officiant: "Groom and Bride please turn and face one 

another and join hands."

Description: Bride will set down her flowers if she is 

holding any at this point first.

Officiant: "The Vows and Promises made here today 

are to be entered into very seriously.These are the 
guidelines that should define how you live your life 
together and respond to one another.No other ties 
are more tender than those that you now assume."



Officiant: "Groom, do you take

Bride to be your lawfully 
wedded wife? Do you swear in 
the presence of those gathered 
here you will love, honor, 
cherish and comfort her, in good 
times and bad, forevermore? "

Groom: "I do or I ǿƛƭƭά



Officiant: "Bride, do you 

take Groom to be your 
lawfully wedded husband? 
Do you swear in the 
presence of those gathered 
here you will love, honor, 
cherish and comfort him, in 
good times and bad, 
forevermore?" 

Bride: "I do" or "I will "



Officiant: "Groom, repeat after me to Bride:"

"I Groom take thee Bride,
to be my lawfully wedded wife, 
to love and cherish forevermore. "

Officiant: "Bride, repeat after me to Groom:"

"I Bride take thee Groom
to be my lawfully wedded husband, 
to love and cherish forevermore. "



Ring Ceremony
Officiant: "Do you each have rings? A ring is 

a circle, so shall your love for each other be, 
a circle with no beginning and no end, 
complete forever."

ϦDǊƻƻƳΣ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ .ǊƛŘŜΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǊƛƴƎ 
finger and repeat after me:"With this ring, I 
thee wed."

".ǊƛŘŜΣ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ DǊƻƻƳΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǊƛƴƎ 
finger and repeat after me: With this ring, I 
thee wed."



Officiant: "May you always share with each other the 

gifts your love brings, be one in heart. May you always 
create a home together to share your love, generosity, 
and kindness."


