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For a personal wed'd?ﬁg ceremomny

Wedding Check list

——

Contact: Reverend Tonya Duncan
tonya@afceremonies.com
www.afceremonies.com

Newark, Ohio
7404050381




The Basics

First decide on the basics...

*

Choose wedding date

Decide type of wedding desired (formal/informal, traditional, big/small, etc.)

Decide the time of you want your ceremony to take place (spring, summer, fall,
winter)

Determine what religion the service will be performed in, if any

Decide time of wedding and reception

Choose desired location for wedding ceremony

Choose desired location for reception




The Budget

Set wedding budget and decide how wedding will be financed
Then hire the individuals from whom you will need their services on the wedding day...
* Book a location for the Wedding Ceremony
* Book a location for the Reception
*  Choose and hire the Wedding Officiant
* Choose and hire the Photographer
* Choose and hire the Videographer
* Choose and hire the Florist
* Choose and hire the Baker (for cake)
* Choose reception format: buffet or sit-down dinner etc.
* Choose and hire the Caterer
* Decide type of music desired for reception, if any

* Choose and hire the Band/DJ for reception




Ten to Twelve Months in Advance

Ensure home/renter's insurance covers engagement ring or buy additional jewelry

insurance

Determine a color scheme for the wedding/reception if desired
Decide if all/part/any of vows will be written by bride/groom
Decide how large/small wedding party will be

Choose/order wedding dress and veill

Buy wedding shoes

Buy undergarments for wedding attire (need prior to fittings)
Begin looking at invitations

Set honeymoon budget

Announce engagement to friends and family

Put engagement announcement in local paper




Six to Ten Months in Advance

Decide if unity candle ceremony is desired

First meeting with minister/Officiant

Begin writing vows

Choose ceremony music (prelude, processional, solos, recessional, postlude, etc.)
Choose and hire soloist(s) for ceremony/reception/rehearsal dinner

Choose attendants and ask if they'll accept the position

Begin looking for bridesmaid dresses

Pick out tuxes for groom and groomsmen/ushers/fathers

Choose/book desired location for rehearsal dinner

Look for and book (reserve) block of rooms at nearby hotel for out-of-town guests
Choose invitations

Decide if programs and/or personalized napkins will be purchased and select them
Make first draft of invite list

Get directions to church, from church to reception, and from church to rehearsal

dinner

Make list of attractions/things to do (in town where wedding is) to include with di-

rections

Plan honeymoon and book all lodgings/transportation/event tickets
Check passports/visas

Discuss if a bridal registry is desired and what items would be on it

Choose china/crystal/flatware/cookware patterns for bridal registry if desired



Four to Six Months in Advance

Make appointment for bridal portrait
Make hair/nail appointment for bridal portrait

Choose prose/poetry/scripture readings/ ceremony enhancementsfor ceremony

Choose readers for ceremony and ask if they'll accept the position

Ask Officiant/Minister if it matters which version of the Bible (King James, Good

News, etc.) you use for the scripture reading

Find out from Officiant/Minister if flower girl can drop flower petals on floor in

sanctuary
Find out from reception hall if guests can throw birdseed or rice

Decide how you want your exit at the reception/ceremony (guests throwing bird-

seed, etc. or just a casual exit?)

Buy/make favors to give guests, if desired

Buy/make centerpieces for guest tables at reception

Order bridesmaid dresses

Hire limo driver or arrange other transportation to/from ceremony and reception

Buy wedding attire accessories such as gloves, earrings, necklace, purse, shoes, cuff-
links, etc.

and send to groom's mom (if his parents are hosting rehearsal dinner)
Make 2nd draft of invite list

Register gift preferences with one or more bridal registries at nearby and/or nation-

wide store



http://www.afceremonies.com/ceremony_enhancements.htm

Continued...

*  Pick out/order wedding bands
*  Select reception decorations such as candles, flowers, balloons, arches, etc.

*  Meet with florist to choose amount and type of flowers for ceremony and reception

and any other accessories (ex. pew bows, candelabras, etc)

*  Ask mothers if they want to wear a flower corsage or carry a single flower instead

and inform florist
* Decide if roses will be given to the mothers at the end of/during the ceremony
*  Buy/make basket for flower girl
*  Buy/make pillow for ring bearer
*  Meet with baker to choose flavor(s) and style of wedding cake
* Decide if a groom's cake is desired,; if so, choose flavor and style and inform baker

* Make/print directions and map for ceremony and reception to include with all wed-

ding invitations
*  Make/print maps to rehearsal dinner to include with rehearsal dinner invitations
* Make 2nd draft of invite list

* Register gift preferences with one or more bridal registries at nearby and/or nation-

wide store

*  Get measurements from groom/ushers/fathers/groomsmen for tuxedos



Three to Four Months in Advance

Confirm bridal portrait appointment

Confirm hair/nail appointments for bridal portrait

Determine how many disposable cameras should be purchased, if any
Write/choose disposable camera poems if desired

First wedding gown fitting

Sign up to donate ceremony centerpiece to flowers for Sunday's service, if desired
Buy/make birdseed roses/birdseed packets/bubbles/etc.

Decide on living arrangement once married




Two to Four Months in Advance

* Choose soloist's song(s) and get soloist's approval to perform them

*  Mail/take music to soloist

*  Buy disposable cameras

*  Get bridal portrait taken

*  Determine wedding band inscriptions

* Choose reception food

* Design program layout (or have a printer do it)

* Determine reception layout (i.e. how many tables, chairs, etc.)

* Determine seating arrangement at reception if it's a sit-down dinner

* Determine seating arrangement at rehearsal dinner with groom's mother if desired
*  Determine who will put suitcases in limo at reception

* Determine how attendants will process and stand at ceremony

*  Choose reception music (1st dance, father/daughter dance, mother/son dance etc.)
*  Find out if smoking is allowed at reception hall and how to prevent it if desired

* Make rough draft of list of duties of all involved (Mistress of Ceremonies, etc.)

*  Finalize vows and memorize (if necessary)

*  Make sure flower girl dress is purchased

* Make sure the mother's dresses are purchased and are complimentary

*  Determine length of bridesmaid dresses

*  Determine hose color and shoes for bridesmaids

*  Bride buy gifts for bridesmaids, parents, fiancé, personal attendant



Continued...

*

honeymoon

Groom buy gifts for groomsmen, parents, fiancé, ushers

Buy gifts with fiancé for Mistress of Ceremonies, Host/Hostess, soloist, guest book

attendant, etc.

Schedule bride's hair appointment
Schedule nail appointment

Finalize invite list

Get addresses of all people on invite list

Ask groom's mother if she wants rehearsal dinner invitations and/or place cards

matching invitations

Order invitations

Order programs

Order monogrammed napkins for reception if desired

Reserve rental items: candelabra, linens, canopy, tables/chairs, etc.

Set date with fiancé to get marriage license (check restrictions on how long it's valid

prior to wedding)

Get blood tests/physicals for marriage certifi-

cate if required

Get any immunizations you will need for the




